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PH0CEEDl2s T GS 


raptor zi st verse: ‘‘For oven i y WerQ.W. Roll;,'/ ' and tt 
"ufllTod for ns, leaving !?° ¥ r<il 'nto were ye e dit; ! fr0m ls t Pet 

and r tatd C ?o?e»": ^ ^ 

^incolnton, a new cbiistitmin I0n °f churches desirf no- f • • 

On motion, the AssocKfm *« r ? af ^° application . ln b i °'* oin our union: when 
hi tlicchoi^ a ’ **** 

Colled for correspondence fmm ;lnci brother J R Clerk, which re- 
Green River: a letter hv the??? ster Ass ociatio„s ' , R ' Lo S a n. 
i'rom the Broad Bir w \ ! Elder N B™ eiV ? d fr ® the 

Conner, and brothers D. ffiray p r 7 tLeir «e SS eng P f s p - Gold. 

theB^b?; 15 ? Ri ^> tiLrTTt'^ 1 J ' ’ m > B ' 

n ° C ° rreSp °See"’ Jfc * e, « w - 

council ,.and‘?U?fvrd Hdewf ? x Ur ,? ai fh and order not del , 

?™«. « Ss ■“?, c vtas* - — >■ 


, o The Association met / 

r^&isss# — — 

. Appointed brothers W at °{ Orangemen t, renorterf 9T1 i 
tion with the Eldershiu oVp! > 0IU,B ' ^’otzer, G. if w,,hl! '/ WCro discharged 
tnff, during the 3 ° f PJe *^ Hill church,' ia conjlnt 

ciples. Cl6rk ** Gonstitntion, Rules of Becornm P " aCh ' 

Pbe following committees were then , ° f Pri °- 

£ sra a-**. *> *«.- 

On &«** Bide™ J So M V', S ' *»«•££ 

On Temperance: T. Williams 'r t Vf?' / B : S ' rain > and bro J c Tat- 

n " , » » ■» Eu “ » *• MSSffcfc&W 

On Religious Periodicals: Elder P R pi -d ^ ^° VC ' 

**? ** ^ ^ - * r 1:S; D 

edVhSISe, MlK Suttle; read and adopt 

»d l?so1o ^P.^htho introdncj^l 0 ! 


A creed to take up a public collection for Missionary purposes, at the con- 

elusion to preach a missionary 

Agreed to adopt tliejn. e eetill „ s ot - the Association. Whereupon 

l^XVwaslXwWeU resulted in the choice of Elder J. Settle, for the ses- 
sion of lSliO. sent tQ jj road River church last year, reported 

. Th , C 9”™‘ nl tl t tlieY had visited said church agreeably to their appoint • 
m substanc , ■ • e des titute of male members; and owing to tins fact, 

ment, and fou ' ' fed in the Association for several sessions. That 

they have not been ioj ‘ sigter clin rcbes was convened there, who, 

at their instance, a 1 ■ ■ J t .^ ndin „ ilnd situation, proceeded to dissolve the 

upon investigation ot , nem beis to join other churches of our faitli 

waived by the AssocUtion. and the name of “broad 
and 01 del , “ .' -Vken from our list of churches. 

River • oruOied to - Meetings reported the following as their arrange- 
1M ;° that union meetings he held 1st, with 

ment, \ iz. \ oui . om hvaciug the 3d Subbatli in July next. At Buf- 

the church at Tli SabVatli in August, and at Concord, embracing the 

lalo cmbi.'U * i8( .q 'Whereupon, the following brethren were 

*• v «*»». L - “• 

1). Carpenter. , . „ T c . . 

At Pufrilo Elders G. "W. Hollins, It, 1 oston, A. A. McSumn. 

At ronoord Elders Ci. W. Rollins, L. McSwain, D. Carpenter. 

Tie coinmiU.^ on Ten.perm.ee reported, (See Appendix A.) which was a- 

donted Aves 50, nays 1- 

, P i fommittee on Finance reported that they have collected from the 
churches ^ 38 for printing minutes, and for Missions, $11 oO; which re- 
ivort was adopted. 

« r J W Green; former Clerk, paid over missionary funds in his bands, 

, uinie.”- to $106 03 in cash, and handed over an uncollected subscription 

listof .*71° 00. Making an aggregate of 8177 03. 

Tim '"Missionary Board reported (See Appendix B.) which was adopted.— 
Whiw. unon the Association ordered that the Clerk pay over to Elders J.Sut- 
, V w Rollins the amount of their respeetive claims as missionaries, 
whc'. was done, Elder J. Suttlo’s claim being $120 00. 

and Elder G. W . Rollins’ ° J,) - 

Aggregate amount of claims Si 30 00 

which being deducted from amount received, leaves a balance of last 

year’s funds, amounting to 4< 63 

To which add 75 cents received from Elder J. buttle, < o 

$48 38 

On motion, the Association then adjourned until 9 o’clock, A.M., on Mon- 
day. Prayer by Elder B. Bonner. 




SUNDAY, 23tl October. 

J fhc eland was occupied by those elected to pre ach, and the word of God 
v,as exhibited faithfully , to a large, attentive, and well ordered congregation; 
yc hoe with good effect. A public collection was taken up for missions, 
u^cunting to s'3G 32. 

. MONDAY, 8 O’Cloclr, A. H. 

The Association met. Prayer by Elder P. R. Elam. 

The Clerk called the roll, and a quorum being present, proceeded to tako 


o 




up the unfinished business ofShtnivinw • , 

being before the body. ‘ ‘ 3 * ^ I l0nar - V intcr ests and operations 

Alter some discussion by brethren mnninfoi? tyt* • 
duty it is to select a suitable mWxXTLt Mif innary Board, whose 

the ensuing associational year The following hroV? ° m P^Uiwba Valiev 

J. K. Logan, Acting Cleric’, W Kob"m P ? P ff!? 6 *" IJo;lr(i ' 
Who are to report at next meeting of ’■ V- 1 " L am ’ R * IIo rd, j. Suttle, 

tipns, and moneys expended in thi/ beiuilf?’ ‘° n “ l ° U ‘ e missioim T °pe''a- 


AH of which were adopted. 


•) 


mad" t'\vu! DS ’ aPP ° intmCnt3 ° f messc ”^ to sister Associations were then 

stow fyri%r°%dlfs J U Suttlo m L Vb Sabb n h J n Octo, ' cr > I860, at Lime. 
^ To t’' 1 ' C ^ ll W ;n t ei 'ritml l Rrot^^^ J.^it^Lo^an '' a ' n ’ ^ 

Gap, on 1st Sabbath in 

H. Williams, hVoltr O B fife/- S “ tl,e ’ °* W ' Koliins - »■ Carpenter, J. 

180^ L m M%trf rTTl * r B f hm ft October, 

A -' Uiidenbran, br’n .J. J. Jlicks, J. R. Logain^ ,Un ’ J ' J ' Jone -' , > L - ^oSwain, 

September, 18G0, .Elders P°K ' J3hm °j * at C f lr ^J’’ / ’ 0,1 ilt!l Sabbath in 
1>. Carpenter. • K. .-Mam, J. J. J ones , L. MeSwain, R. l>. logan, 

tZ:Z\r * d Silbbi ““ >•» ‘Septom- 

The following resolutioua w£ ®* Sptzoi - A ' Cbll ' k ' 

Resolved j That the difficulties renortorl in • .. r . 

j') the Shelby Church, have been remove, by sai^ l 

T*™ keV hy th ° C0U,lcil ^ere, to invisSte thS^ 

the re, r onhe com - 

church in our union, which holds a member lt ,a ' v ourselves from any 

drinks, as a common beverage any hind ofiritr ! neai ,ors } v ! i0 buys, sells, oi- 
ly adopted. ? 0,3 kmd 0t ,nt °xicating spirits. Unanimous- 

Resolved, That Elders L. 3tf. Bern- T fcntfln i 

appointed a committee to revise our constitution .In-i'?!' J ‘ Lo S an > *>° 
meeting of this body. Adopted. * * ld r( 'T ) °rt to the next 

Resolved, That the Clerk havens nnnv „rn 

c codings printed as there will bo money'' to l\v (hr !fr m,mitos of our pro- 
his services. Adopted. 3 13 loi, after retaining $10 for 

-v/, That this Association will In vc *i mnict, > 
ing at suitable places in our bounds on every 6t h I f' aP °"’ s mcet - 

oach month; and that Zoa’r bo the starting point Adopted & 0CCUr in 

Resolved, That the thanks of this bndtr im * i , , 

friends in the vicinity of Pleasant Ilill Lr thoi! KmT 4 ° th | bret,Wn »nd 
Adopted. ’ thou kni'lness and hospitality — 

Resolved., Thattlie next meeting of this lwiir *„:ii i in . 
at High Shoals, Rutherford county \ C i i -i 10 hold with the church 

erfordton, commencing on Friday before the uhr^ ?-° U ! 1 ? a I fc /W,m Huth - 
Adopted. 3 ° lL ^ th Lord s day in October, 1800, 

A proposition to make Kind’s Mountain Uc,;. 
of the Western Convention, was lost by a tie vote. ' 0 " & constituent member 



The Shelby church petitioned for a letter of dismission from this body, 

n l m othfn The^Clerk read the recorded proceedings of this session, as 
minuted by him, which were approved; and the Moderator and Clerk were 

then adjourned to the time and place above 
Praver bv Elder G. W. Rollins. ... „ 


named. Prayer by Elder G. W. Rollins. 
J. R. Logan, Clerk. 


L. M. BERRY, Mod. 


A P P E 


IX 


k The committee on Temperance submitted the following report: — 

Wo the committee, to report on Temperance to the Ring’s Momitain 
V ociation* bes leave to say that we are of opinion that the church is tho 



} ierca fter refuse to receive auy church into the union of this body, without 
s-i'tl church have incorporated into its rules one, forbidding its members to 
i in v sell, or use as a common beverage, intoxicating liquors, 
make, oun , . Respectfully submitted, 

TH. WILLIAMS, Ch’m. 


E The Missionary Board would ask leave to report a3 follows, to wit: 
• We employed Elder J. Suttle to preach at Lebanon church, monthly, 
^ q | ark’s Creek , on Sabbath evenings of each mo: \h. We agreed to give 
him *$126 00 for his services; he preached at some other points, in going to 
j r rom his regular appointments: his time will expire at the termination of 
U o year 1859. ^ We also employed Elder G: W. Rollins, at the rates of$l 00 
l - d av ’ to assist in holding protracted meetings, and he labored live days in 

tlKit x^eJpect fully submitted, J. C.LATTIMORE, Cbm. 


Tim Committee on Sabbath Schools report: That we have taken 
that important matter into consideration, and have to express our 
deen mortification that the majdr partofour churches havenot attended to 
thc l orgatiization of Schools, and have, therefore, failed to meet the expccta- 


ture and admonition '•* j ^ > » . U i- 

fered to roam through the forests and fields, fishing or hunting, and desecra- 
t; n o- the Lord’s day. Your Committee would again, as they did last year, 
urge upon the attention of the Association, this very important matter, and 

we 
they 

ion, x 

Respectfully 


D The Committee on Periodicals beg leave to make the following re- 
» port: Whereas, much good has, and may he realized from reading the 
.-oiodous news of the day. We would recommend to youthe “Baptist Teles- 

* 1 - T ^ ivi ililiclwwl in T1 omlfirHOIlvillo N” i s W A A 


1.4 >1 J licnn vi n |V w v' ” * 

, n * » a weekly paper published in Hendersonville, N. C., W. A. G. Brown 
' i N Bowen, Editors, at SI 50 per annum. “Biblical Rec 

.mu ^ i*. l mi.., n l r „ a 1.1 : 


apt if 
A. G 

order,” Raleigh, 


Term., A. C. Dayton, Editor. This paper should be in every family: it is de- 
voted to Sabbath School interests, price 25 cents; five copies to one address, 
£1 00 per annum. For other matter, we refer you to our last year’s report. 
* P. R. ELAM, Ch’m. 


E The Committee on the State of Religion amongst the churches, beg 
« leave to report: That it appears from the letters sent up froni the 
churches composing our union, that while a few are rejoicing in the midst, of 
gracious revivals, and exclaiming, “The Lord hath done great things for us 
whereof we are glad,” others complain of a cold, lifeless state. A few of the 
churches are almost destitute of a preached gospel. This state of things 
should not be permitted to continue. It is certainly the plain duty of those 
who have been blessed with the means, to have the gospel preached to the 
poor; they should regard it a privilege, that they have it in their power to 
bestow some of their substance on so holy and good a cause. Your commitn 
tec, therefore, recommend the continuance of the mission already set on foot 
in our associational bounds; and that the necessary steps be taken to place 
in the hands of the Board, the means of supplying the destitute churches, 
and other associational territory belonging to us. We again commend to 
the attention of our churches, the great importance of establishing Sabbath 
Schools, which we regret to see, is almost entirely neglected. And as the 
churches have preaching only once a month, we urge upon them the necessi- 
ty of holding prayer meetings every Sabbath. Let as many of the members 
as conveniently can, go to the Sabbath School, and after the exercises of the 
school are over, form themselves into a prayer meeting, read the Holy Scrip- 
tures and sing and pray with and for each other. This, it is believed, will 
unite the members of the church in a closer bond of union; make them watch 
over each other for good, and not for evil, as we fear is but too frequently the 
ease. Such a course will certainly promote individual piety , while it will 
(end to the development of the best gifts, which should be carefully sought 
out, encouraged and cultivated by the churches. By means like these, an 
intelligent an$ efficient ministry will be built up, and prove a blessing, not 
only to the churches, but to the world at large. 

Your committee would further recommend that great care should be taken 
to discourage ahd restrain the unworthy and grossly ignorant, from enga- 
,rj n ir in a public course which can only be calculated to bring odium and re- 
proach upon the cause of Christ. Let the slanderous charge, “That Bap- 
tists arc guilty of Jeroboam’s sin, of making priests of the lowest order of the 
people,” be wiped from our escutcheon. In connexion with the preaching of 
a pure’, unadulterated gospel, let means he taken for supplying our churches 
with good religious books, wherein our members may be taught more fully 
to understand our denominational principles, and sentiments; and thus be 
made more vigilant, in defending the ancient landmarks that characterise 
the true church of Christ, from the assaults of gainsayers. The present is 
evidently a fast ago of the world, and in order to keep ahead, we should make 



approbation. 

Respectfully submitted, 


J. R. LOGAN, Ch’m. 


F Thc committee on Correspondence with sister Associations, beg 
e leave to report the following 

CORRESPONDING LETTER. 

Dear Brethren: — Through the kind providence of God, wc have again 
been permitted to meet in an Associational capacity. We were greatly re- 
freshed and edified on the reception of messengers from some of your bodies, 
while we have to regret that others, who no doubt were appointed, failed to 
attend, This circumstance, however, is not construed by us into an indispo* 


1 


8 

sition on the part of those who failed to drop the correspondence with us- 
we shall therefore hope fora more faithful continuation of the same for thu 

future* 

; XSSSETJS —• tt&isz&ssz 

Boar Brethren: We shall hope to meet with von bv 
correspondence, without failure, at our next session wliirli w -?f rS and ot - 10r 
the church at High Shoals, U nhlcs south easfof th 

Friday before the 4th Sabbath in October, I860 ° ^ on ’ 011 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ abide with you all. Amen. 

J. R. Logan; Clerk. L - M * BERR Y, Mod. 

The foregoing is respectfully submitted by 

G. W. RuLLINS, Ch’m. 


Statement of Missionary Means, 

Balance of last year’s funds, - 
Public collection on the Sabbath, - 
Amount sent up by churches, - 
Amount pledged by individuals and for churches, 

Aggregate amount, - 


- $48 38 

- 36 32 

- 11 50 

- 105 00 


- $201 20 



pledged by Elder J. Suttle for^lO; Olivet, by D . ietz er , 3 6 To" 'l Tj'T 
Logan,g5; New Bethel, by Elder P. R. Elam, *15; Big Spring by J r I ! 
tlmore, $5; Pleasant Hill, by C. Allen, $5. = ‘ J C ' LaV ~ 


Circular Letter. 


Dear Brethren: — According to an appointment of last Association, wc ad- 
dress you upon the subject of Prayer, especially family prayer. Prayer is 

an offering up of our desires to God fdr things lawful and agreeable to his 
will, with an humble coniidenco to obtain them through Christas mediator, 

the Spirit helping our infirmities, and making intercession for us. Nothing 

can be more rational or consistent than the exercise of this duty. It isadi- 

* 

vine injunction that men ought always to pray and not to faint. It is our 
duty to adknowledgo the obligation we are under to the Divine Being, and 
to supplicate his throne for the blessings that wo need, and that he has prom- 
ised to give, in answer to prayer. It is essential to our happiness, and the 
means of our peace and felicity, and our fellowship with God. 

Prayer is mental or vocal, ejaculatory, private or public. Our prayers 
should be sincere and fervent, with repentance and faith. God alone 
should be the object of our devotion, and Christ as mediator. Any suppli- 
cation to saints or angels, would be blasphemy. The worship of creatures, 
however exalted in our estimation, is forbidden as idolatry. As to the na- 
ture of prayer, it does not consist in the voice, the posture of the body, the 
use or form of words, nor in anything exterior; but as the poet says: 

“Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire, 

Unuttered or expressed, 

The motion of a hidden fire, 

That trembles in the breast.” 

We read of one who only moved her lips, and it was prayer. It is sim- 
ply the offering up our desires. It is generally divided into A lor at ion, by 
which we express our sense of the goodness and greatness of God. Confes- 
sion, by which we acknowledge our sins, and umvorthiness in his sight. — 
Supplication , by which wc plead for pardon, grace, or any blessing that we 
need, InJerccssion>'b$ which we plead for others. And Thanksgiving, by 
which wo express our gratitude to God for his grace and mercy. As to tho 
kinds of prayer, we will say there are five. 1st. Ejaculatory prayer, by which 
the mind is directed to God on any emergency. It is said to be derived from 
tho word cjacular, which means to dart, to shoot out suddenly. This kind of 
prayer is made up of short sentences, spontaneously springing from the mind. 
The Scriptures afford many instances of this kind of prayer. The Christian 
can offer his ejaculation to God at all times, and in all places, and under all 
circumstances. There is no power upon earth that can prevent the Chris- 
tian from offering this kind of prayer. It has been prayed in a lion’s den, a 
fiery furnace, and a fish’s belly. Many saints have offered their ejaculations 
to God, while the fires flamed around them, and the Lord heard them. It is 
one of the principal excellences of this kind of prayer that it can be practiced 
at all times, and in all places, and under all circumstances. In worldly bu- 
siness, in travelling, in sickness and in pain, and especially in the hour of 
affliction and temptation. It is, therefore, worthy of our practice; for it can 
receive no impediment from any external circumstances. 2d. Secret or clos- 
et prayer, is also enjoined on us. It was commanded by Christ himself, say- 
ing, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut tho 


<door, pray to thy father who seeth in secret and thy father who seeth in se- 
cret, shall reward thee openly. Christ not only commands us to pray in se- 
cret, but he set us an example of it, when he went out into a mountain to 
pray, and continued in prayer all night. 3d. Social prayer, is another kind 
of prayer that is important, and should not be neglected. It is social, because 
it is offered by a society of Christians, convened for that purpose, either on 
some special occasion, or at stated meetings or seasons. These prayer meet- 
ings especially, should be attended to when the church is in an unusual state 
of deadness and barrenness, and in times of public calamities and distress, and 
for the special benefit of church and nation; and not only when the church 
and nation appear to he scourged, but also in times of prosperity; for we 
should not forget the Giver of our mercies, and the Donor of our blessings. 
We arc greatly encouraged to this kind of prayer, from the consideration of 
the promise, saying, where two or three are gathered together in my name, 
there am I in the midst. And again: if two or three agree on earth as touch- 
ing any one thing, and ask it in my name, it shall be granted. If the effect- 
al fervent prayer of one righteous man availeth much, what may we expect in 
answer to united prayers of a society of Christians! IIow do the ways of 
Zion mourn in consequence of Christians neglecting this important duty. — 
4th. Public prayer, is that in which the whole congregation should engage, 
while the minister leads. This kind of prayer is ancient, and also important. 
It was a part of the patriarchal worship. It was also carried on by the Jews, 
and was a part of the temple service: and Christ recommended it, both by 
his example and instruction. The disciples also attended to it, and the 
Scriptures, in many places, show that it is a duty binding on every religious 
assembly. 

Public devotion is of great utility to Christians. It gives them an oppor- 
tunity of openly professing their faith in and love to Christ. It enlivens de- 
votion, ami prompts zeal. It is # the means of receiving instruction and con- 
solation. It affords a good example to others, and excites them to fear God. 
6th. Wc come lastly,- to notice family prayer, which should not be neglected. 
Though there may be no absolute command in God's word for this duty, yet 
there are so many hints, allusions and examples for it, that we aro made to 
believe it to be a duty binding on the heads of families. We learn that it 
was the practice of our forefathers. It is said that David returned to bless 
his household. And wc are made to believe, that it was by praying with 
and for his family; and his son Solomon said, “Train up a child in the way 
he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.” It certainly is 
the duty of men to pray. Then it should be taught them in youth by the 
examples of their pious parents, kneeling around the family altar. Job of- 
fered burnt offerings for bis children, saying, they may have sinned andcurs- 
od God in their hearts. But how many parents neglect this duty, while a 
few are willing to say with Joshua of old, “'as for me and my house, we will 
serve the Lord,” and endeavor to bring up their children “in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord, 5 ’ saying, “my son, keep thy father’s commandments , 
and forsake not the law of thy mother, and bind then* continually about thy 
heart, and tie them about thy neck.” 

Cornelius, a devoted man, who prayed to God always, said while he was 
fasting and praying in his house, theio appeared a man unto him and said, 


11 

„ lloard Now if Cornelius, a Gentile, and count- 
“Coroelius, thy prayers arc heard. with his family, ought not 

eda heathen, lmilt a family a ‘ caUedupon God to pour out his fury 

Christians, especially when ic p.j ^ No w, if the neglect of this 

upon the families that called no t the heads oi 

duty is such a sin that ^V^Tthi hie, begin to tremhlel If God pun- 
families, that have no religion n elveg wicked, and he restrained 

is, led Eli of old, because his sons d never heard them prayl- 

tl.em not, what maysome from silv> for -the effectual fervent 

Our prayers may les iam | »> Surely we would not neglect 

prayer of a righteous man to our children and do- 

this duty, if wo consider what a W* * ^ QWQ souls . w hat utility it may 
mestics, what comfort twou ^^ ^ our comfort3 and crosses, 

prove to the community . • ° deeen0 y, sobriety and religion in genci a . 

It has a tendency to promo ^ ^ attejl dit.g to this important duty! A 
Can we not then see _ i } p . L bound b y the Divine authority and ex.ui - 
heads of families arc mdispc. - < . Thcre is aU the reason for fann.y 

T ’ 10 10 "uaut-e'is'foTsecret prayer. Nay, more , and some of greater mag- 

prayer, that uiciux 

nitride. t0 G od than individuals; they are no less dc- 

F amities owe no less hoi a- ^ blessing3 . They have family sum, 

pendent. They all have lain. &vor> which only is promised i- 

and must he miserable without ^ ^ fami iy prayer must be 

answer to prayer. If ■ S |' CK ; P the c;ise of Daniel, when he prayed three 
more so. IVo are taught l windc , wa opened towards Jerusalem, 

times a day in his house, weJ1 and bce n as important on that occa- 

secret prayer would have ‘ ^ c]oset i Then lie might have evaded 

sion, why did not Dame ‘ ^ ^ ^ 1Iad it bC en secret prayer, lus on- 
his enemies, and escape c <■ stained any advantage of hmi. 

emies would not have t0 that of pious, men. He prayed alone 

Our Savior has added * ^constant family. ‘"And it came to pass when 
with his disciples, who ^ , eawcr c with him." How earnestly did he 

be was alone praying, h . , 1 bis passion on the cross, he not only 

pray with and for them. £»» to pray wi th and for one another, and 

prayed with them , hut he . o' \ ■ r tbat bc taught them was a *»- 

among themselves, as a fam . • give us this day our daily bread; 

n, -*• 

secret prayer, for it «» ‘J^^andipraycd with them as a family. And 
Our Savior taught hi. R obligatc parents to educate and train 

do not all the cc^ti to p J y with and for their families - 
«P their children for God, “ inud up for God without family prayerl- 
Can any family ^ commanded that wo should instruct our children 
We think not; for 0 • ligion . And, can we attend to this duty bc.- 

in the duties and docti me * ‘ th and for thcm; and hy talking ot the 

ter than by example, h I . we lie down, and when wor.se up.— 

goodness of God before .the , l ^ ^ tUo present age, but to generations 

This is of infinite imp<>» - U1 ’ children in the nurture and admonition o 

g ^ como. y wu'l probahly train up theirs m the same way. And so 1> > 
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tbrcmgh the blessing of God, whose mercy is upon them that fear him to a 
thousand generations, be continued from age to age. We, as parents, should 
be careiul how we act, for our influence may live dorcn through the declivity 
of years, to the end of time. IIow much may we do by attending to family 
prayer; and on the other hand, how much guilt may we incur by the neglect 
: ^ 1 his appeared to be a kind of unpardonable sin, for I have 

o inn, saitli God, that I will judge his house forever, for the iniquity which 
lc knoweth, because his sons made themselves wicked, and he restrained 
iem not. Therefore, have I sworn unto the house of Eli, that the iniquity of 
louse shall not be purged with sacrifice nor burnt offerings forever. Fam- 
y religion will deeply impress the minds of our children and domestics, 
ut/i a sense o ftbe reality of a divine existence, and of a universal providence 
o their fallen, miserable condition; of their need of a Savior, and that Jesus 
, 1L an ^ there is salvation in no other. Is it not calculated to 

xmtieii minds a sense of the reality and importance of religion ] What 

u se " c< ‘' n ' * IICC them more of your concern for their souls, than your earn- 

est pray cis? Is it not calculated to teach them to pray, and to engage them 
in the habits of prayer? Every head of a family is a king and a priest in his 
° Wn 1,0llsc > and precious souls arc committed to his trust, and lie should of- 
fer up prayers continually in their behalf. lie needs much grace to enable 
him to perform the important duties devolving upon him, as a king and priest, 
that he may bo enabled to say here am I, and the children that thou hast giv- 
en me. Prayer will give weight to all our religious conduct, and instruction 
towards our children; while the neglect of it would teach our children not to 
pray, ana lender all our religious instructions and warnings, of hut little 
weight oi importance with them. You may unteach by your example, all 
you may attempt to teacli by precept. How important is family religion. If 
the example oi our Savior and ancient worthies teach us social and public 
piayer, they also teach that of family prayer. Common sense teaches us that 
when a family or community has offended a prince, that they should jointly, 
by the head of the family or some other person in their name, acknowledge 
them wrong and seek reconciliation. When Herod was highly displeased 

' ‘ 10se ° Tyre i,IKl Sl(lon > th ey came with one accord, and desired peace 
because their country was nourished by the king’s country. 

With what trumpet tones do those things call upon families to bicss God 
for countless bles ungs, confess their sins and seek his favor. Are Wo pot 
hound so to act.- W e appeal to common sense and reason, only let them set 
m judgment, and the case is decided the affirmative. Two many pro c s 
ors of religion seem to think that enough is done when they attend these- 

vice of the sanctuary and participate in public Worship and d, «n tv!l 
that there are peculiar duties erowino- not nr *’ 1 think 

i mar uuties glowing out of every relationship in life. It is 

important to give clnldren an early bias towards religion. He who is sur 
rounm d by a family of immortal beings should he dilligent at all times in the 
cultivation of lannly religion. The altar of prayer should he erected from 
which should arise morning and evening sweet incense to God. Our children 
shouhl see that, religion is a very important part of the business of life, that 
,t « not merely to be put on and taken off as a passion, hut that it should a- 
bide continual!}. .\o chustian should require any argument to convince him 
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, , fr . 11vo -e tlicm to the performance of this duty, it 19 

pf the duty or an} app • . Creator and benefactor and preserver. 

bestmodc of of childhood, mere 
It associates religion *> httj t , ie ])rayorii 0 fa venerable old pa- 

S7S of his i nnocency he heard around the old hearth stone: 
lent, which , t he stand, the children around, iu comely 

«“ *<*•■* £££ .0 „«'or „P HkM -«»«■ 

urdei , then P^ icn 1 Brethren, see to it that you render itprofi table and 

pleasant. , thch . parents, and what confidence they repose in their pa- 
the exanip e other created being, we are made to believe that no 

rents more than an J lfc]t|1 clo Bsmuc h as llie parents to rescue their 

other ° Qf oterna , U igbt. In all families there arc influences 

children hoi 1 bless f nK through all eternity. Parents, you need 

tot * U ? families,- just conceal your light, and 

not ho positively 1 ^ ^ ceof G od , you will give rise to trains of evils that 
wil h°ut the the arch angel’s trump, let there be noreli- 

Wl11 £U1 T" tonics and I would not take your place at the judgment, for a 
E ,on lnjoui f. • > ftc contrarV) display religion in your family, let 
thousand wor.ds. B , w ‘ on ' as we ll as hear it. Commence and 

vour chddren and dom • co = sistent pie ty, and you will deposit in the 

carry on andclo-e . ' d f t , kingdom which being warmed 

S0 uls ofyour and re fished with the influence of 

b , y * ..fieryou avedead and gone, if. iol before, produce the gold- 
mlon and usefulness. Live thus, professing parents, and 
m frult ° c ... the lirosperity of this republic than a.lour armies navies 

you Will do moK 1 day of doom you will meet you, -judge, say- 

S thou gavest me, andyour CiUdreu will rise 

ii;> i-uu call you bks ’ 0 f Christ,- — for the sake ofthe church, for the 

Dear Brethren: m ■ • children , mid for your own sake, 

crili ut - _ mlc and , ame nted that a deficiency of prayer is the 

most seriously -1 A ' bund( . nt outpourings of prayer would give new 

characteristic 01 « ■ anJ the whole world he set on lire with the 

life to ministers, a > ^ ^ to ^ conEm „ption of sin and corruption, to 

sacred flame , am ^ ^ God wtmkl purify the hearts ofthe children of 
,-ai-th s remotest ’ Umt . g . Universal nature as well as the word of 

men as gold pun “- " a „ ainst them that are at ease in Zion: yet will some 

(Tod, has pronounce « wW , 0 tll0 Savior pleads, for a sinking world, 

he at case in ->« r ^ ^ ^ ^ triumt)T , 0 f the Redeemer in heaven, you 

1<y Mlmw vour whole energy intfe the h-i^hty work. We ought daily to 

must tli o. . win, that faith and heroism of Jacob, that knows 

bow he ! ore Cm 1 Wowl( j to God that we could he aroused to all kinds 

„o winder** ' ^ ^ , )0 m „ rc frequently extorted from 

° f 1>! ' a> W _ tl lt our closets and the secret grove might be more familiar to 

" ,U h'U'clies would hold their stated prayer meetings, and let their 

us: and that eh non - the voice of one man, with that unslia- 

^ and" confidence that would take no denial. And when minister. 
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lead in public prayer, that the whole congregation would send up a mi-htr 
>olume of prayer, that the place might become as it were none other but the 
house of God, and the very gate of heaven, and that evey house in the land 
might become a house of prayer. Then God would hear the songs of thanks- 
giving as they swell from the vales, and echo from the hills, and rise to heav- 
en as the offering of a world to its Redeemer. How mighty, would be the 
energy of the church in the subjugation of the world, and how like the voice 
of God would her voice be, sounded through the abodes of unbelief and sin 
AVe have large petitions to present before the Lord, for he has made it our 
duty to “pray for all men everywhere, lifting up holy hands without wrath or 
doubting. IV e should pray not only for our families, but we are in dntv 

bound to pray for one another as Christians, and should especially for 0 Z 
mmisters that the word preached by them might have free course, and Le 

gloi lfied. V. e should pray for kings, rulers, aud for all who are in authority 
that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life. We should pray for the heathen 
and for the spread of the gospel and for all that are distressed either in bodv 
or mind And may we not say that it is in answer to prayer that the 
wor d is to be regenerated and saved. If the prayers of Elijah shut up Heav 
en that it rained not for the space of three years, and sis months and aeain. 
he prayed, and the Heavens gave rain: what would the pra vers of the united 
host of God, when offered in faith, accomplish! I am almost an unlimited be 
hever m the efficacy of prayer, and why not! when it has unlocked prison 

doors: caused the lion to act like a lamb; and the flames of fire to become 

harmless as the morning light; and has brought lire from heaven to consume 
the enemies of prayer. And more especially when God himself has said ■ -ask 
and ye shall receive ” and “whatsoever ye ask in my name, nothing doubting, 
it shall be granted. He is rich unto all who call upon him. God has erected 

a none of grace at the expense of the precious blood of his Son, and for onr 
further encouragement to pray. “He who spared not his own Son, but de- 
livered him up for us all, will he not, with him freely give us all things.”- * 
It is written “I said not to the seed of Jacob, seek ye me in vain.” “Ify C be- 
ing evi , vnow how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will 
your Heaven > father give to them that ask him.” “He giveth liberally to all 
and upbra:deth none ” “He does for his people exceeding abundantly above 

a m icy ask 01 think. What encouragements are there to pray; to pray 

always, and no to faint. It is good to draw nigh to God. The time is soon 
coming when all those that draw near to him in this world, shall draw nZ 
to him in he world to come, and their labor shall be changed to rest, theft 
sorrow to happiness, tears to joy, faith to sight, hope to fruition, and pray 

to pra, ses, saying unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sinsTn h 

own blood, and hath madp nq Irino-Q ^ „ , 

„. , , ’ , V . ae us Icin 2 s an <l Pnests unto God, and his father- to 

Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen 

J. R. Logan, Clerk. L ‘ M ' BERRY ' Moderator. 
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